Estimating familial effects on age at onset and liability to schizophrenia. II. Adjustment for censored data.
Genetic studies of disorders with adult onset often contain individuals who have not completed their age at risk when last observed. Without correction for such censoring, correlation in ages at onset among relatives is substantially underestimated. Moreover, without correction for the effect of correlated ages at onset, the relationship between age at onset in the proband and liability in relatives is substantially overestimated. The present paper describes methods for correcting the effects of censoring on these estimates. In a companion paper [Kendler and MacLean, Genet Epidemiol 7:409-417, 1990] these methods are applied to a large family study of schizophrenia.